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I again thank the gentlewoman for

yielding.
Mrs. SCHROEDER. I must say as I

wind down this hour that I think on
day 72 we have had a very interesting
discussion here about some of the
things that happened in those first 72
days. The gentleman’s attempt to try
and get things back on course as we at-
tain clean water, and the attempt that
we have been talking about here to try
and get things back on course in our
commitment to children I think is
very, very critical.

This is going to be a very exciting
weekend. I think that going home on
day 72 with the fact that we finally got
up to 200 votes because enough mem-
bers said no, those rescissions went
much too far, you should not take from
the poorest to give tax cuts to the rich-
est; that is wrong, it gets us in a much
better frame of mind to work on all of
the issues that will be in front of this
Congress next week when we will be
dealing with very tough issues on wel-
fare and nutrition issues that we have
been discussing.

I think more and more people around
the country are talking about it. As I
said, this Sunday there will be many
Members serving a lunch here on Cap-
itol Hill, thousands of children are
coming in, we are going to try to encir-
cle the Capitol, we are going to be talk-
ing about these are our future, these
children are our future, and if we do
not care about them we are in real
trouble. We often talk about natural
resources being timber and coal and
oil; well, yes, they are, but there is no
natural resource as important to the
sustenance of this country and the fu-
ture as our children. They are our
greatest natural resource.

So there will be that great event
going on here this Sunday. And as I
say, the Members serving will be wear-
ing these and wearing ties and we are
hoping to also go back to our districts,
as I will be. We will be talking to the
local people there and we hope to only
keep building that number. If we can
get it from 200 to 219 we can say stop,
stop this war on children, let us go
back and let us look at where we ought
to be cutting.

Yes, we should have cut the super
collider a long time ago. We put a lot
of money in that hole in the ground
and they found the quark without it.

Yes, we can cut an awful lot of pro-
grams in America’s space program. We
put a 400-percent increase in some of
the things. Nobody in the world can
spend a 400-percent increase efficiently.

Come on; get a clue. No, we do not
need to do star wars and some of the
other commitments that people have
made, not when the Berlin Wall has
come down and we are living in an en-
tirely different generation.

The issues in defense are what is the
threat out there, and if we are spending
more than almost the whole rest of the
world combined is on defense and we
cannot find a way to defend ourselves

spending that much money we are in
real trouble.

Those are the kind of debates we
should have rather than this meanness
and this attitude of picking on those
who are least able to fight back.

I think there is a lot of anxiety in
this society right now, anxiety about
where they are going to go in the fu-
ture, what kind of job are they going to
have, will their lives be better. I under-
stand that and I think every single
American has some degree of that anxi-
ety.

But being mean to kids is certainly
not going to lessen America’s anxiety.
We ought to be looking at what we can
do here to make people’s lives better.

I introduced a bill I think would help,
and that is to allow Americans to be
able to bid off the same health care
program we have. Why should they not
be able to bid off of that same menu
that every Member of Congress, every
Federal employee, Federal retiree, the
President, every one else bids off of?
That says to them you can have our
choices. It allows them to stop.

We have been reading this week
about Members putting folks on their
payroll for 1 month out of the year for
$100 so that person gets the option to
bid off our health care benefits. Well
hey, we cannot do that for everybody
in America, we cannot put them all on
our payroll. That does not make sense.
This ought to be available.

Think of what creative energy that
would free up for Americans and some
of the tensions it would take off Ameri-
cans who feel locked in their job be-
cause if they quit their job they are
afraid they will lose their health care
insurance, or locked in their job be-
cause they have health care now but if
they went somewhere else they would
have what is now called a preexisting
condition, or someone who cannot quit
and become self-employed because they
know that if they are self-employed
they will not have health care.

Think of that harness that abso-
lutely stymies the creative energy in
this country. It does not allow people
to go where they think they could
make the best contribution to society
or make the most money for their fam-
ily. Health care is a real anchor around
their necks.

We did not deal with it last year.
This is a way we could deal with it. It
would alleviate only some of the anxi-
ety families have. But it is that kind of
anxiety we ought to be analyzing and
trying to address, because when we
allow it to build and build and build,
then what we end up doing as a society
is becoming Bosnia, where we are look-
ing around trying to find who we can
blame, who we can yell at, who we can
throw radio epithets at over talk show
hosts, how we can energize people to go
hate. And I tell you, if we keep doing
that this society comes apart.

But those who attack a child are
shameless. Attacking a child and at-
tacking a child who has no way to fight
back is absolutely wrong.

When you look at every other part of
the Western world, they do so much
more for their children, it is embar-
rassing. I only hope we begin to look at
that, we look at the mirror, we talk
about what we are doing, and we also
take our mind off our ingrown toenail
and start looking at the horizon ahead
of us and saying what are these pro-
grams to do as we march this country
toward the future.

So I thank all of you for tolerating
us in this interesting discussion we
have had about children, the future,
where we are going. I also must say I
do end on a more positive note than I
thought I would because I think the
votes came out a lot better, and it says
educating and talking is beginning to
work.

Let us only do more of it.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Hallen, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate had passed without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 41. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for an adjournment of the House from
Thursday, March 16, 1995, to Tuesday, March
21, 1995.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 1995, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. TUCKER] is recognized for 5
minutes.

[Mr. TUCKER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

APPOINTMENT OF EMPLOYEES TO
REVIEW PANEL FOR THE OFFICE
OF FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRAC-
TICES

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. KIM)
laid before the House the following
communication from the Honorable
RICHARD A. GEPHARDT:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER,

Washington, DC, March 15, 1995.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: In accordance with
House Rule LI, Clause 7(a) (2), in my capac-
ity as Democratic Leader, I appoint the fol-
lowing House employees to the review panel
for the Office of Fair Employment Practices:
Karen Nelson, Office of Congressman Wax-
man, and Marda Robillard, Office of Con-
gressman Dingell.

Yours very truly,
RICHARD A. GEPHARDT.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas
(at the request of Mr. GEPHARDT) for
today, on account of illness.
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